
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H263February 3, 2004
Ilan Ramon. The first Israeli in space. A 

dedicated and brave pilot. The son of Holo-
caust survivor. He is an inspiration to a small, 
determined nation. 

Commander Husband, on the evening be-
fore they launched, shared with his crew and 
their families, his favorite passage from the 
book of Joshua. This is instructive for all of us 
as we reflect on this tragedy: ‘‘Be strong and 
courageous, because you will lead these peo-
ple to inherit the land I swore to their fore-
fathers to give them. Be strong and very cou-
rageous. Be careful to obey all the law my 
servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to 
the right or to the left, that you may be suc-
cessful wherever you go. Do not let this Book 
of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate 
on it day and night, so that you may be careful 
to do everything written in it. Then you will be 
prosperous and successful. Have I not com-
manded you? Be strong and courageous. Do 
not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the 
Lord your God will be with you wherever you 
go.’’

That is where we are as a nation right now. 
We live in a dangerous world with many chal-
lenges facing us. The measure of a truly great 
nation is one that can face down its chal-
lenges on earth and excell and lead the world 
to a higher level. 

That is why we have NASA and why we 
must recommit ourselves, now more than 
ever, to the dream and adventure of human 
space flight that was such a part of the lives 
of these brave men and women. 

How we decided to respond to this tragedy 
will be judged very closely by many genera-
tions that come after us. I am proud to say 
that the President has risen to the occasion 
and has charted a bold new exploration initia-
tive. We cannot let future generations down 
and walk away from our destiny in space. The 
Columbia 7 will be memorialized by a great, 
strong, robust return to space by America.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to join my colleagues and our Nation in re-
membering the Columbia space shuttle trag-
edy of one year ago. The people of Guam join 
their fellow Americans today in remembrance, 
prayer, and tribute for the crew of STS–107 
and all that they stood for and represented in 
their careers and lives. 

Michael Anderson, David Brown, Kalpana 
Chawla, Laurel Clark, Rick Husband, Willie 
McCool, and Ilan Ramon were many different 
things to many different people. They were 
mothers and fathers, wives and husbands, 
daughters and sons, teachers and friends. 
There is one thing, however, that unites them 
all. They are all heroes in the truest sense of 
the word. Today, we reflect upon their lives 
and the qualities that they embodied. We draw 
our strength and resolve from the example 
they set and we remain committed to our na-
tion’s space program in their honor and be-
cause of what they have taught us. 

Guam remembers today Commander Willie 
McCool, who piloted the Columbia on that 
fateful day one year ago. Commander McCool 
lived in Guam while his father served as a 
Navy pilot and attended Dededo Middle 
School and John F. Kennedy High School. He 
later married Lani Vallejos of Dededo, Guam. 
While America lost a hero, Guam lost a son in 
the aftermath of the Columbia tragedy. Today 
I extend my prayers and thoughts to his wife 
Lani, their children, Sean, Christopher, and 
Cameron, and their extended family in Guam. 

I also extend my prayers and thoughts to his 
parents, Barry and Audrey McCool, and to his 
father and mother-in-law, Albert and Atilana 
Vallejos, of Dededo, Guam. 

My first bill in Congress was H.R. 672, 
which renamed the Guam South Elementary/
Middle School of the Department of Defense 
Domestic Dependents Elementary and Sec-
ondary Schools System in honor of Com-
mander McCool. President Bush signed this 
bill into law on April 22, 2003 and on August 
29, 2003 the school was dedicated in his 
honor during an emotional ceremony attended 
by family, military officials, government dig-
nitaries and fellow astronauts Piers Sellers 
and Stephanie Wilson. At this ceremony, 
Guam Governor Felix Camacho posthumously 
bestowed upon Commander McCool the An-
cient Order of the Chamorri, the highest award 
given on behalf of the people of Guam in rec-
ognition of substantial contributions to the bet-
terment of society. Commander McCool’s bea-
con of light will continue to shine and inspire 
young and old alike to look towards the stars 
and dream big dreams. 

Commander McCool blessed our island and 
indeed our country with his passion, intellect, 
and purpose. The people of Guam are proud 
to call him one of our own and will always re-
member him as a role model for our children. 
The inspiration Commander McCool has been 
to our people is something that will not fade 
and that can never be taken away. This past 
weekend the people of Guam gathered in the 
Dulce Nombre de Maria Cathedral Basilica in 
our capital city of Hagåtña to pay tribute to 
Commander McCool and the Columbia crew, 
to recall their accomplishments, and to pray 
for their families. 

In remembering Commander McCool I am 
always touched by a poem he wrote while at-
tending Dededo Middle School in Guam. 
Reading the poem today, it has an eerie qual-
ity that shows not only his love of Guam, but 
a glimpse into his future career as an astro-
naut:
I came to an island in the middle of the sea, 
It was so nice that I jumped for glee. 
There are palm trees, coconuts, and bananas 

too, 
Plus birds and fish so unbelievable but true.

It is so nice that no one can complain. 
But he who does must be insane. 
This is such a nice and beautiful place, 
You’d think it was heaven—or outer space.

He signed this poem, ‘‘William ‘Willie’ 
McCool, Dededo beep! beep! Roadrunner,’’ 
referring to his school’s mascot. 

Let us always remember Willie’s devotion to 
his family, to the people of Guam, to our coun-
try, and to the betterment of the world. I thank 
my colleague, Mr. BURGESS, for offering this 
resolution today. God Bless the Columbia 
crew and their families.

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Texas, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. SIM-
MONS). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. BURGESS) that the House suspend 
the rules and agree to the resolution, 
H. Res. 507. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 

those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

CORRECTING TECHNICAL ERRORS 
IN ENROLLMENT OF S. 610, NASA 
FLEXIBILITY ACT OF 2003. 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I offer a 
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 354) 
to correct technical errors in the en-
rollment of the bill S. 610, and ask 
unanimous consent for its immediate 
consideration. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
The Clerk read the concurrent reso-

lution, as follows:
H. CON. RES. 354

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That, in the enrollment of 
the bill (S. 610) to amend the provision of 
title 5, United States Code, to provide for 
workforce flexibilities and certain Federal 
personnel provisions relating to the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration, and 
for other purposes, the Secretary of the Sen-
ate shall make the following corrections: 

(1) Amend the title so as to read: ‘‘An Act 
to amend the provisions of title 5, United 
States Code, to provide for workforce flexi-
bilities and certain Federal personnel provi-
sions relating to the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration, and for other pur-
poses.’’. 

(2) In section 1, strike ‘‘2003’’ and insert 
‘‘2004’’. 

(3) In section 3(b), strike ‘‘by adding at the 
end’’ and insert ‘‘by inserting after the item 
relating to chapter 97’’.

The concurrent resolution was agreed 
to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

EXPRESSING SENSE OF HOUSE RE-
GARDING PRISONERS OF CON-
SCIENCE BY CHINESE GOVERN-
MENT FOR THEIR INVOLVEMENT 
IN EFFORTS TO END CHINESE 
OCCUPATION OF TIBET 

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 157) expressing the sense 
of the House of Representatives regard-
ing several individuals who are being 
held as prisoners of conscience by the 
Chinese Government for their involve-
ment in efforts to end the Chinese oc-
cupation of Tibet. 

The Clerk read as follows:
H. RES. 157

Whereas for more than 1,000 years Tibet 
has maintained a sovereign national identity 
that is distinct from the national identity of 
China; 

Whereas armed forces of the People’s Re-
public of China invaded Tibet in 1949 and 1950 
and have occupied it since then; 
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